
Special Presentations at the Stirling and Hills Garden Club AGM 2021 

Enthusiasm and long-standing involvement by members in a welcoming environment for new 

members are at the core of the ongoing success of the Stirling and Hills Garden Club (SHGC) so it 

was a special night at the 2021 AGM when members not only commiserated the big hole to be left 

by outgoing President, Elizabeth Dobson but at the same time, celebrated two special garden club 

members who were presented with awards.  

Elizabeth Dobson has ably led the club for 7 years. In that time, she has insightfully led the 

club forward and held members together by going online during the COVID pandemic period. 

She’s grown membership considerably, introduced new activities, garden visits, interstate 

and intrastate trips, run plant stalls growing many of the plants herself, sharing her 

considerable horticultural knowledge and a regular contender to win the monthly show bench 

with flowers from her prolific and unusual garden - and much more. Elizabeth’s enthusiasm 

for gardening and SHGC is ‘infectious’ and members have all benefited from her time as 

President and are incredibly grateful for her dedication to the role. 

 

The well-deserved awards to two long-standing members is a family affair: 

David Weston: Life Membership 

In acknowledgment of 34 years of participating and contributing to the Stirling and Hills Garden 

Club, David Weston was presented with Life Membership at the 2021 AGM. David has been with 

the club since 1987 only 6 months after it had changed from the Stirling Pelargonium Society to 

Stirling Garden Club (later becoming Stirling and Hills) to reflect members’ broader garden 

interests. As a Vice President and committee member, David is always enthusiastic, positive and 

supportive and has contributed continuously in so many ways. 

A lot of the history of the club has not been recorded so his long-standing membership memory is 

invaluable. In the early years of the club, he was in the group that was instrumental in starting a 

garden competition. In this role he visited all the gardens and then created photographic boards to 

display in the shopping mall and library. He also staffed garden stalls outside the Stirling library. 

Members have also very much enjoyed David’s good humour and participation in garden trips. 

Though leaving the committee some years ago, David and his wife Rosalyn have continued to 

welcome new members, participate and share their expertise. By participating with a ‘can-do’ 

approach, members create energy, and this creates a successful club. David Weston epitomises 

this attitude and is a worthy recipient of Life Membership. 

 

Sara Weston: Ann Williams Clark Medallion  

SHGC is also a member of the Garden Clubs of Australia (GCA). GCA offers an award for selected 

members who have made significant a contribution to gardening and the environment and to their 

club.  

Elizabeth Dobson was delighted to be able to present the GCA Ann Williams Clark Medallion to 

Sara Weston. Of the 55,000 people who belong to GCA, Sara is the first to be presented with the 

redesigned medallion and very first badge. 

Despite being one of the few members who have a full-time job, Sara has been a major contributor 

to the club for years. She was President and Vice-President for 7 years in each role, briefly the 

Treasurer and has been on the Committee since she joined in 1994. What an achievement! Sara 

has considerable knowledge of environmental issues and gardening and also knows so much 

about club history. She is a constant and willing source of information. The club is indebted to 

Sara’s continuous contributions and extend congratulations to her as such a worthy recipient of the 

Ann Williams Clark Medallion. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sara Weston receiving Ann Williams Clark Medallion from President, Elizabeth Dobson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sara Weston   and   David Weston 


